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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 -36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims repeat same limitations again and again (for 
example see claims 3-16, 23-34). 

3. The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Note: Applicant is urged to review the patent references used in the rejection of the 
claims for guidance as to US standards for drafting his claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-4, 9-13, 16-21, 22-23, 27, 29-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Kamata et al. (US PAT: 5,953,050, hereinafter Kamata) in view 
of Takatuski etal. (US PAT: 5,541,639, hereinafter Takatuski). 

Regarding claim 1, Kamata discloses a multiple picture output method, featuring: 
in an n point communication environment, a multiple picture supporting module in (31, 
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fig. 7) is configured to extract image data of n points from the MCU (fig. 7) and transmit 
them to the multiple picture server (reads on 31 , fig. 7), the multiple picture server 
converts received image data into video signals and outputs the signals (col. 8, line 24 - 
col. 9, line 11). 

Kamata differs from claim 1 in that he does not specifically disclose: server 
converting the received image data into analog video signals. 

However, Takatuski discloses video conference system automatically selected at 
reserved time which teaches: apparatus converting the received image data into analog 
video signals (fig. 19, col. 10 lines 1-8). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Kamata's system to provide for the following: server 
converting the received image data into analog video signals as this arrangement would 
facilitate to display video signals on a display as taught by Takatuski. 

Claim 22 is rejected on the same basis as claim 1 . 

Regarding claims 2-4, 9-13, 16-21, 23, 27, 29-34, Kamata further teaches the 
following: Multiple picture supporting module in (31 , fig. 7) can be inside the MCU or run 
as independent equipment, it can set up a channel for controlling signals between the 
multiple picture supporting module and multiple picture server (reads on 31 , fig. 7), the 
channel utilizes process communication technology and can set up a channel (see MCU 
control signal in fig. 7) for controlling signals and instructions between the mentioned 
multiple picture supporting module and the MC module of the mentioned MCU, the 
channel utilizes process communication , and can set up at least one control channel 
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between MC module and MP module of the MCU, MC module controls the MP module 
through the control channel and transmits image data to the multiple picture server (col. 
8, line 24 - col. 9, line 1 1 ), multiple picture supporting module in (31 , fig. 7) 
communicates with multiple picture server (31, fig. 7), the multiple picture supporting 
module has a control module (reads on 45, fig. 7), data obtaining module and data 
transmitting module and cooperate so as to transmit received data to the multiple 
picture server, multiple picture supporting module in (31 , fig. 7) obtains the data 
received and sent by the MCU (see fig. 7) through an adapter (reads on 32, fig. 7), 
control module is controlled by the top user interface (reads on 33, fig. 7), data obtaining 
module provides bottom network programming function through operating systems to 
obtain data from the network in real time and transmits the data received to the data 
transmitting module, transmitting module extracts all or parts of the video data received 
and sent by MCU and transmits to the multiple picture server, the multiple picture server 
receives image data transmitted by multiple picture supporting module under the control 
of the multiple picture supporting module, the multiple picture server (reads on 31, fig. 7) 
decodes image data received, turns inti digital image and converts digital image into 
analog video signals through the D/A exchanging module and outputs the signals, the 
multiple picture server being initialized and can stop, pause, or create image updating 
applications and so on, featured mentioned above with n>= 1 (figs. 1, 7, col. 8, line 24 - 
col. 9, line 11). 
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6. Claims 5-8, 24-25, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kamata) in view of Takatuski as applied to claims 1 and 22 above, and further in 
view of Green et al. (US PAT: 6,003,084, hereinafter Green). 

The combination differs from claims 5-8, 24-25, 26 in that it does not specifically 
disclose: use of TCP/IP, RPC, and TPKT protocols for communications between the 
various devices. 

However, Green discloses: use of TCP/IP, RPC, and TPKT protocols for 
communications between the various devices (col. 3 lines 11-24; col. 5 lines 1-14). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: use of 
TCP/IP, RPC, and TPKT protocols for communications between the various devices as 
this arrangement would facilitate to provision well known protocols for communications 
between various devices as shown by Green. 

7. Claims 14-15, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kamata in view of Takatuski as applied to claims 10, 27 above, and further in view 
of Vanderwilt et al. (US PAT: 6,693,661 , filed 10-14-1999, hereinafter Vanderwilt). 

The combination differs from claims 14-15, 28 in that it does not specifically 
disclose: shared ether net concentrator for setting up connections between various 
devices in a video conference environment. 

However, Vanderwilt discloses conferencing system having an embedded web 
server, and method of use thereof which teaches: shared ether net concentrator for 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,779 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2614 

setting up connections between various devices in a video conference environment (fig. 
3, col. 2 lines 4-16). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: shared ether 
net concentrator for setting up connections between various devices in a video 
conference environment as this arrangement would provide one of the methods among 
many possible method for connecting devices in a video conference as taught by 
Vanderwilt. 

8. Claims 35-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kamata in view of Takatuski as applied to claim 33 above, and further in view of Monroe 
(US PAT: 5,545,700). 

The combination differs from claims 35-36 in that it does not disclose: multiple 
picture display equipment is a multiple picture TV wall. 

However, Monroe discloses virtual video teleconference system which teaches: 
multiple picture display equipment is a multiple picture TV wall (reads on display wall 
22, fig. 7; col. 5 lines 41-46). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the combination to provide for the following: multiple 
picture display equipment is a multiple picture TV wall as this arrangement would 
provide another well known display arrangement for displaying images in a video 
conference as taught by Monroe. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Melur Ramakrishnaiah/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2614 
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